Movie Challenge

We just spent a couple of periods talking about film technique. When a director is filming a scene, he or she thinks long and hard about how to combine these different elements to achieve the maximum emotional response.  I could show you clip after clip and talk for many more periods – considering how much I love the sound of my own voice, that would be easy – but the best way to get to know these techniques is to use them yourselves.  With this in mind, I now present you with this challenge: You will create a short film that uses multiple techniques that we’ve discussed in class.  

Requirements:
First off, please do not get overwhelmed when I say ‘short film’. I am not asking you for a long, multi-character epic with a story arc and locations around the globe. I would recommend keeping things very simple; Limit it to a few characters, set it all in a few or even one location, a simple story, etc.. I’m less interesting in the story you’re telling and more interested in how you tell it. 

What I am looking for is a nice variety of camera techniques to help convey feeling. Below is a list of shots that I want to see at some point in your film.
1. Camera Movement
•
1 pan 

•
1 tilt

•
2 tracking shots

•
1 zoom

•
1 arc shot

•
1 dolly in

•
1 dolly out

2. Camera Angles

•
1 high angle

•
1 low angle

•
1 bird’s eye

•
1 slanted

•
Many eye-level

3. Shot Types

A minimum of 6 different types of shots (i.e. Close-up, over the shoulder, 2 shot, etc.)

4. You should also make purposeful use of at least 2 other elements from this list
· Music
· Framing

· Lighting

· Colour

· Focus

· Editing

· Speed

· Mise-en-scene

Obviously, your film will use more moves, shots and angles than the assignment requires. Just make sure you meet the minimum.
Screening
When the films are complete, we’ll have a screening in class. There you will show the film and be subject to some Q&A from Mr. Patterson regarding your choices. 

As long as your film is thoughtful in its construction, you should have no problem explaining your shots, techniques and general decisions. 

Alternative 
I am aware that not everyone has access to film equipment or editing capabilities. Therefore, I will also offer this alternate. You can storyboard your short film, using images to take the place of your shots. You must still meet the same requirements stated above. 
Instead of a showing followed by a short Q&A, you would be presenting your storyboards (approx. 5 minutes), taking use through your shots and story. 

Examples

On my website I have posted examples of both kinds of assignment. I’ll take you through each, explaining the content and how they were presented. 

Details
Group Size:

· Film: 



Up to 4 students

· Storyboard:


Individual

Presentation Date: 

November 27th 

Marks Breakdown:
Film: 


Film /30 + 

Q&A /10 



= 40 

Storyboard:

Storyboard /20 + 
Presentation /20


= 40
